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With close readings of more than twenty novels by writers including Ernest Gaines, Toni Morrison, Charles
Johnson, Gloria Naylor, and John Edgar Wideman, Keith Byerman examines the trend among African
American novelists of the late twentieth century to write about black history rather than about their own
present. Employing cultural criticism and trauma theory, Byerman frames these works as survivor narratives
that rewrite the grand American narrative of individual achievement and the march of democracy.

The choice to write historical narratives, he says, must be understood historically. These writers earned
widespread recognition for their writing in the 1980s, a period of African American commercial success, as
well as the economic decline of the black working class and an increase in black-on-black crime. Byerman
contends that a shared experience of suffering joins African American individuals in a group identity, and
writing about the past serves as an act of resistance against essentialist ideas of black experience shaping the
cultural discourse of the present.

Byerman demonstrates that these novels disrupt the temptation in American society to engage history only to
limit its significance or to crown successful individuals while forgetting the victims.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

The book Remembering the Past in Contemporary African American Fiction can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing
like a book Remembering the Past in Contemporary African American Fiction? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Remembering the Past in Contemporary African
American Fiction has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lucille Daulton:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Remembering the Past in Contemporary
African American Fiction book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty
Remembering the Past in Contemporary African American Fiction as good book not simply by the cover but
also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Thomas Smith:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list will be Remembering the Past in Contemporary African American Fiction. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Richard Mendoza:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Remembering the Past in Contemporary African American Fiction
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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