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Most Americans consider détente -- the reduction of tensions between the United States and the Soviet
Union -- to be among the Nixon administration's most significant foreign policy successes. The diplomatic
back channel that national security advisor Henry Kissinger established with Soviet ambassador Anatoly
Dobrynin became the most important method of achieving this thaw in the Cold War. Kissinger praised back
channels for preventing leaks, streamlining communications, and circumventing what he perceived to be the
US State Department's unresponsive and self-interested bureaucracy. Nixon and Kissinger's methods,
however, were widely criticized by State Department officials left out of the loop and by an American press
and public weary of executive branch prevarication and secrecy.

Richard A. Moss's penetrating study documents and analyzes US-Soviet back channels from Nixon's
inauguration through what has widely been heralded as the apex of détente, the May 1972 Moscow Summit.
He traces the evolution of confidential-channel diplomacy and examines major flashpoints, including the
1970 crisis over Cienfuegos, Cuba, the Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT), US dealings with China,
deescalating tensions in Berlin, and the Vietnam War. Moss argues that while the back channels improved
US-Soviet relations in the short term, the Nixon-Kissinger methods provided a poor foundation for lasting
policy.

Employing newly declassified documents, the complete record of the Kissinger-Dobrynin channel -- jointly
compiled, translated, annotated, and published by the US State Department and the Russian Foreign Ministry
-- as well as the Nixon tapes, Moss reveals the behind-the-scenes deliberations of Nixon, his advisers, and
their Soviet counterparts. Although much has been written about détente, this is the first scholarly study that
comprehensively assesses the central role of confidential diplomacy in shaping America's foreign policy
during this critical era.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Thompson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace).

Steven Simon:

The book Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in Conflict,
Diplomacy, and Peace) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow:
Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide Nixon's Back Channel to
Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Jocelyn Harper:

Typically the book Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in
Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

John Martindale:

Beside this Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow: Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in Conflict,
Diplomacy, and Peace) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Nixon's Back Channel to Moscow:
Confidential Diplomacy and Détente (Studies in Conflict, Diplomacy, and Peace) because this book offers
for your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
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