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What is it about the history, geographical position and cultures of the Middle East, North Africa and Central
Asia that has made music such a potent and powerful agent? This volume presents the first direct look at the
complex relationship between music and power across a range of musical genres and countries. Discourses
of power in the region centre on some of the most contested social issues, most notably in relation to
nationhood, gender and religion. Individual chapters examine the ways in which music serves as a forum for
playing out issues of power, ideology, resistance and subversion. How does music become a space for
promoting - or conversely, resisting or subverting - particular ideologies or positions of authority? How does
it accrue symbolic power in ways that are very particular, perhaps unique? And how does music become a
site of social control or, alternatively, a vehicle for agency and empowerment, at times overt and at others
highly subtle? What is it about music that facilitates, and sometimes disrupts, the exercise and flows of
power? Who controls such flows, how and for what purposes?

In asking such questions in the context of countries such as Afghanistan, Egypt, Iran, Tunisia and Tajikistan,
the book draws on a wide range of relevant theoretical and critical ideas, and many disciplines including
ethnomusicology, anthropology, sociology, politics, Middle Eastern studies, globalization studies, gender
studies and cultural and media studies. The countries and areas explored share a great deal in historical and
cultural terms, including a legacy of colonial and neo-colonial encounters and predominantly Judeo-Muslim
religious traditions. It is hoped that the volume will contribute ultimately to a richer understanding of the role
that music plays in these societies.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Thompson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Music and the Play of Power in
the Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia (SOAS Musicology Series) book since this book offers you
rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Stephen Hancock:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition associated with. Even you love Music and the Play of Power in the Middle East, North
Africa and Central Asia (SOAS Musicology Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Lupita Kirch:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Music and the Play of Power in the
Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia (SOAS Musicology Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Joseph Langley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Music and the Play of Power in the Middle East, North Africa and Central
Asia (SOAS Musicology Series) was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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