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We think of the Hebrew Bible as the Book--and yet it was produced by a largely nonliterate culture in which
writing, editing, copying, interpretation, and public reading were the work of a professional elite. The scribes
of ancient Israel are indeed the main figures behind the Hebrew Bible, and in this book Karel van der Toorn
tells their story for the first time. His book considers the Bible in very specific historical terms, as the output
of the scribal workshop of the Second Temple active in the period 500-200 BCE. Drawing comparisons with
the scribal practices of ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, van der Toorn clearly details the methods, the
assumptions, and the material means of production that gave rise to biblical texts; then he brings his
observations to bear on two important texts, Deuteronomy and Jeremiah.

Traditionally seen as the copycats of antiquity, the scribes emerge here as the literate elite who held the key
to the production as well as the transmission of texts. Van der Toorn's account of scribal culture opens a new
perspective on the origins of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how the individual books of the Bible and the
authors associated with them were products of the social and intellectual world of the scribes. By taking us
inside that world, this book yields a new and arresting appreciation of the Hebrew Scriptures.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew Bible.

Carolyn Robles:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Scribal Culture and the Making
of the Hebrew Bible is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Typically the book Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew Bible has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Don Morris:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew
Bible can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Scribal Culture and the Making of the Hebrew
Bible.
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