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Much political thinking today, particularly that influenced by liberalism, assumes a clear distinction between
the public and the private, and holds that the correct understanding of this should weigh heavily in our
attitude to human goods. It is, for instance, widely held that the state may address human action in the
"public" realm but not in the "private." In Public Goods, Private Goods Raymond Geuss exposes the
profound flaws of such thinking and calls for a more nuanced approach. Drawing on a series of colorful
examples from the ancient world, he illustrates some of the many ways in which actions can in fact be
understood as public or private.

The first chapter discusses Diogenes the Cynic, who flouted conventions about what should be public and
what should be private by, among other things, masturbating in the Athenian marketplace. Next comes an
analysis of Julius Caesar's decision to defy the Senate by crossing the Rubicon with his army; in doing so,
Caesar asserted his dignity as a private person while acting in a public capacity. The third chapter considers
St. Augustine's retreat from public life to contemplate his own, private spiritual condition. In the fourth,
Geuss goes on to examine recent liberal views, questioning, in particular, common assumptions about the
importance of public dialogue and the purportedly unlimited possibilities humans have for reaching
consensus. He suggests that the liberal concern to maintain and protect, even at avery high cost, an
inviolable "private sphere” for each individual is confused.

Geuss concludes that a view of politics and morality derived from Hobbes and Nietzsche is a more realistic
and enlightening way than modern liberalism to think about human goods. Ultimately, he cautions, a
simplistic understanding of privacy leadsto simplistic ideas about what the stateis and is not justified in
doing.
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From reader reviews:
Brad Bennett:

The book Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through
abook Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) for being your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton
Monographsin Philosophy). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joni Thompson:

This Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and aso have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we
can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsinit.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that
offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

William Burns;

This Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) is brand new way for you who has
interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Public Goods, Private Goods
(Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make
them fedl tired even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So thereisno in reading a e-book especially this one.

Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't missthe ideal Just read this e-
book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Sarah Luis:;

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. Aswe
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could aso bring usto



around the world. Through the book Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy) we
can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to

change your life with this book Public Goods, Private Goods (Princeton Monographs in Philosophy). Y ou
can more pleasing than now.
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