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At an early age, Olga Sedakova began writing poetry and, by the 1970s, had joined up with other members
of Russia's underground "second culture" to create a vibrant literary movement—one that was at odds with
the political powers that be. This conflict prevented Sedakova's books from being published in the U.S.S.R.
Instead, they were labeled as being too "esoteric," "religious," and "bookish." Until 1990, the only way her
collections were available in Russian were in samizdat, hand-written copies, which circulated from reader to
reader, building her reputation.

In the 1990s, the situation changed dramatically, and now Sedakova has published twenty-seven volumes of
verse, prose, translations, and scholarly research—although her work is woefully underrepresented in
English translation.

In Praise of Poetry is a unique introduction to her oeuvre, bringing together a memoir-essay written about
her work, and two poetic works: "Tristan and Isolde," which is one of her most mysterious long poems, and
"Old Songs," a sequence of deceptively simple poems that mix folk and Biblical wisdom.

Olga Sedakova wrote prolifically during the 1970s, one of the "post-Brodsky" poets. Her complex, allusive
style of poetry—generally labeled as neo-modernist or meta-realism—didn't fit the prescribed official
aesthetics, so it wasn't available until the late 1980s. She currently teaches in the department of world culture
at Moscow State University.

Stephanie Sandler teaches Russian literature in the Slavic department at Harvard University. She co-
translated Elena Fanailova's The Russian Version, which won the Best Translated Book Award for poetry in
2010.
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From reader reviews:

Eloisa Hurd:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that In Praise of
Poetry book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Phyllis Richards:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular In Praise of Poetry is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marie Guinn:

This In Praise of Poetry is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you
who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information
accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having In Praise of Poetry in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you
world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Elsie Hawkins:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide In Praise of Poetry was filled about science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a reserve.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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