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How do individuals, societies, and nations deal with their difficult pasts? 'Getting History Right' examines
this question in a comparative context by looking at an authoritarian East Germany and a pluralistic,
democratic West Germany. Eschewing a narrow focus on elites, this work draws extensively on societal
level discussions of the past in popular culture, such as film, television, radio, and newspapers. It examines
how societal level discussions of the past shaped individual perceptions and interpretations of the past; and
how individual perceptions and struggles over the meaning of the past shaped societal level discussions.
These struggles over meaning and 'getting history right' are not only shaped by political power, but are also a
source of symbolic power. To understand political life, scholars must embrace not only material political
power, but also the symbolic and cultural roots of power. The research presented here makes extensive use of
public opinion data, cinema attendance, and television viewer data, as well as other sources, to look at the
multiple meanings that East and West Germans assigned to the Holocaust and World War II across time.
Rather than culture merely being an extension of political power, this work argues that culture and the
boundaries of the cultural matrix shape the use of political power by different social actors. Getting history
right is not only a reflection of political power; it is a source of power itself.
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From reader reviews:

Gail Kernan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which one you should start with. This "Getting History Right": East and West German
Collective Memories of the Holocaust and War is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Leticia Hodges:

The ability that you get from "Getting History Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the
Holocaust and War is a more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but "Getting History
Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the Holocaust and War giving you enjoyment feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this "Getting History Right": East and West German Collective
Memories of the Holocaust and War instantly.

Bertha Franke:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking
at a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
"Getting History Right": East and West German Collective Memories of the Holocaust and War which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Abigail Shelton:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually "Getting History Right": East and West German Collective
Memories of the Holocaust and War. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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