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After the Civil War, Congress required ten former Confederate states to rewrite their constitutions before
they could be readmitted to the Union. An electorate composed of newly enfranchised former slaves, native
southern whites (minus significant numbers of disenfranchised former Confederate officials), and a small
contingent of "carpetbaggers,” or outside whites, sent delegates to ten constitutional conventions.
Derogatorily labeled "black and tan" by their detractors, these assemblies wrote constitutions and submitted
them to Congress and to the votersin their respective states for approval. Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and
Scalawags offers a quantitative study of these decisive but little-understood assemblies—the first elected
bodiesin the United States to include a significant number of blacks.

Richard L. Hume and Jerry B. Gough scoured manuscript census returns to determine the age, occupation,
property holdings, literacy, and slaveholdings of 839 of the conventions 1,018 delegates. Carefully
analyzing convention voting records on certain issues—including race, suffrage, and government
structure—they correlate delegates' voting patterns with their racial and socioeconomic status. The authors
then assign a "Republican support score” to each delegate who voted often enough to count, establishing the
degree to which each del egate adhered to the Republican leaders' program at his convention. Using these
scores, they divide the delegates into three groups—radicals, swing voters, and conservatives—and
incorporate their quantitative findings into the narrative histories of each convention, providing, for the first
time, a detailed analysis of these long-overlooked assemblies.

Hume and Gough's comprehensive study offers an objective look at the accomplishments and shortcomings
of the conventions and humanizes the delegates who have until now been understood largely as stereotypes.
Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags provides an essential reference guide for anyone seeking a better
understanding of the Reconstruction era.
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From reader reviews:
Jill White:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How
individuals to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Examining abook can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and
Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees thereis no
doubt in it you may already know.

Mary Bolinger:

This book untitled Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical
Reconstruction to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when
you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this e-book from your list.

Philip Martin:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier to share.
You can find alot of referralsto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can view that
now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for your
requirementsis Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical
Reconstruction this book consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This specific
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer valueto explainitis
easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.

Vanessa Gilliam:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
haveit in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags:
The Constitutional Conventions of Radical Reconstruction can give you alot of pals because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? We should have Blacks, Carpetbaggers, and Scalawags: The Constitutional Conventions of Radical



Reconstruction.
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