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From the medieval farm implements used by the first colonists to the invisible links of the Internet, the
history of technology in America is a history of society as well. Arguing that "the tools and processes we use
are a part of our lives, not simply instruments of our purpose," historian Carroll Pursell analyzes technology's
impact on the lives of women and men, on their work, politics, and social relationships?and how, in turn,
people influence technological development.

Pursell shows how both the idea of progress and the mechanical means to harness the forces of nature
developed and changed as they were brought from the Old World to the New. He describes the ways in
which American industrial and agricultural technology began to take on a distinctive shape as it adapted and
extended the technical base of the industrial revolution. He discusses the innovation of an American system
of manufactures and the mechanization of agriculture; new systems of mining, lumbering, and farming,
which helped conquer and define the West; and the technologies that shaped the rise of cities.

In the second edition of The Machine in America, Pursell brings this classic history up to date with a revised
chapter on war technology and new discussions on information technology, globalization, and the
environment.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Richards:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Machine in
America: A Social History of Technology is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lori Gravitt:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book The Machine in America: A Social History of Technology it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Seth Sutherland:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Machine in America: A Social
History of Technology is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Luis Hahn:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Machine in America: A Social History of Technology or
perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
The Machine in America: A Social History of Technology to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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