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Stateville penitentiary in Illinois has housed some of Chicago's most infamous criminals and was proclaimed
to be "the world's toughest prison" by Joseph Ragen, Stateville's powerful warden from 1936 to 1961. It
shares with Attica, San Quentin, and Jackson the notoriety of being one of the maximum security prisons that
has shaped the public's conception of imprisonment. In Stateville James B. Jacobs, a sociologist and legal
scholar, presents the first historical examination of a total prison organization—administrators, guards,
prisoners, and special interest groups.

Jacobs applies Edward Shils's interpretation of the dynamics of mass society in order to explain the dramatic
events of the past quarter century that have permanently altered Stateville's structure. With the extension of
civil rights to previously marginal groups such as racial minorities, the poor, and, ultimately, the
incarcerated, prisons have moved from society's periphery toward its center. Accordingly Stateville's control
mechanisms became less authoritarian and more legalistic and bureaucratic. As prisoners' rights increased,
the preogatives of the staff were sharply curtailed. By the early 1970s the administration proved incapable of
dealing with politicized gangs, proliferating interest groups, unionized guards, and interventionist courts.

In addition to extensive archival research, Jacobs spent many months freely interacting with the prisoners,
guards, and administrators at Stateville. His lucid presentation of Stateville's troubled history will provide
fascinating reading for a wide audience of concerned readers.

". . . [an] impressive study of a complex social system."—Isidore Silver, Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Stateville: The
Penitentiary in Mass Society (Studies in Crime and Justice)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Robert Mundo:

The publication untitled Stateville: The Penitentiary in Mass Society (Studies in Crime and Justice) is the
guide that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Stateville: The Penitentiary in
Mass Society (Studies in Crime and Justice) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

David Goodspeed:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book Stateville: The Penitentiary in Mass Society
(Studies in Crime and Justice) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Gregory Polster:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Stateville: The Penitentiary in Mass Society (Studies in Crime and Justice) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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