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From one of our foremost experts on Asia and its history comes this brilliant dissection of the relationship
between East and West.
 
In three succinct essays, Patrick Smith investigates the East’s endeavor to adopt Western technology and all
that we consider modern. He underscores a crucial distinction between modernization (the simple emulation
of the West) and the true task of “becoming modern.” He examines the strategies that three prominent
cultures—those of Japan, China, and India—evolved as they encountered materialistic foreign cultures and
imported ideas while defending their own traditions. The result, Smith explains, has often been called
“doubling”—a division of the self wherein Asians are receptive to Western products and ideas but
simultaneously reject these same imports to emphasize the validity of the “unmodern.”
 
Employing an exceptional combination of reflection and reportage, Smith also examines the often troubled
relationship Asians have with history as a result of their encounters with the West. Finally, he considers
Asia’s twenty-first-century attempt to define itself without reference to the West for the first time in modern
history. The author foresees a new balance in the East-West dialogue—one in which the East transcends old
ideals of nationhood (another Western import). Smith asserts that there are fundamental lessons in Asia’s
long struggle with the modern: In the twenty-first century, the East will challenge the West just as the West
once challenged the East.
 
This is a book of exceptional significance and extraordinary depth.
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From reader reviews:

Samara Reed:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western
World. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
the book Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western World. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Teresa Thomas:

Here thing why that Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western World are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-
Western World giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no guide that similar with Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western World. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western World in e-
book can be your alternate.

Charline Bynum:

This Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western World are reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a
Post-Western World can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western
World forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Antonio Sisson:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Somebody Else's Century: East and West in a Post-Western World can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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