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Geographical differencesin living standards are a pressing concern for policymakersin the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA). Economies of agglomeration mean that production is most efficient when
concentrated in leading areas. So how can the region reduce spatial disparitiesin well-being without
compromising growth? The solution to spatial disparitiesliesin matching the policy package to alagging
aread s specific characteristics. Key questions include: is the lagging area problem really as serious as one
thinks; isit a problem of low economic opportunity or of poor human development; are lagging area
populations close enough to agglomerations to benefit from spillovers; and is there manifest private investor
interest? Drawing on the World Bank’s 2009 World Devel opment Report, Reshaping Economic Geography,
the book proposes 3 policy packages.First, al lagging areas can benefit from a“level playing-field for
development” and investment in people. Geographic disparitiesin the policy environment are alegacy of
MENA'’s history, and gaps in human development are a major component of spatial disparities. Smart
policies for the investment environment, health, education, social transfers and urban development can
therefore close spatial gaps in living standards.Second, lagging areas that are close to economic
agglomeration can benefit from spillovers - provided that they are connected. MENA’s expenditure priority
is not necessarily long-distance primary connections, but infrastructure maintenance and short-distance
connections such as rural roads and peri-urban networks. Public-private partnerships can also bring
electronic connectivity to lagging areas.Third, shifting regional development policy away from spatial
subsidies towards the facilitation of cluster-based growth will increase the chance of cost-effective
impacts. The final chapter of the book examines the institutional prerequisites for effective spatial policy. It
argues that MENA' s centralized/sectoral structures are not always adapted to governments' spatial
development agendas, and describes alternative institutional options.
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From reader reviews:
Brian Alexander:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
Asitisknown to usthat book is very important for us. The book Poor Places, Thriving People (MENA
Development Report) had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Poor Places, Thriving People
(MENA Development Report) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your
friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Poor Places, Thriving People (MENA Development Report). Y ou never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Elizabeth Branch:

Reading a publication tends to be new life stylein this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can aso inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth alwaystry to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Poor Places, Thriving People
(MENA Development Report).

Alex Estepp:

The book untitled Poor Places, Thriving People (MENA Development Report) contain alot of information
onit. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have anice learn.

David Black:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. Aswe know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Poor Places, Thriving People (MENA Development Report) we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that
book Poor Places, Thriving People (MENA Development Report). Y ou can more desirable than now.
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