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Defending society against natural hazards is a high-stakes game of chance against nature, involving tough
decisions. How should a developing nation allocate its budget between building schools for towns without
ones or making existing schools earthquake-resistant? Does it make more sense to build levees to protect
against floods, or to prevent development in the areas at risk? Would more lives be saved by making
hospitals earthquake-resistant, or using the funds for patient care? What should scientists tell the public when
– as occurred in L’Aquila, Italy and Mammoth Lakes, California – there is a real but small risk of an
upcoming earthquake or volcanic eruption?  Recent hurricanes, earthquakes, and tsunamis show that society
often handles such choices poorly. Sometimes nature surprises us, when an earthquake, hurricane, or flood is
bigger or has greater effects than expected from detailed hazard assessments. In other cases, nature outsmarts
us, doing great damage despite expensive mitigation measures or causing us to divert limited resources to
mitigate hazards that are overestimated. Much of the problem comes from the fact that formulating effective
natural hazard policy involves combining science, economics, and risk analysis to analyze a problem and
explore the costs and benefits of different options, in situations where the future is very uncertain. Because
mitigation policies are typically chosen without such analysis, the results are often disappointing. This book
uses general principles and case studies to explore how we can do better by taking an integrated view of
natural hazards issues, rather than treating the relevant geoscience, engineering, economics, and policy
formulation separately. Thought-provoking questions at the end of each chapter invite readers to confront the
complex issues involved.

Readership: Instructors, researchers, practitioners, and students interested in geoscience, engineering,
economics, or policy issues relevant to natural hazards. Suitable for upper-level undergraduate or graduate
courses.

Additional resources can be found at: http://www.wiley.com/go/Stein/Playingagainstnature
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From reader reviews:

Michael Colburn:

In other case, little folks like to read book Playing against Nature: Integrating Science and Economics to
Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Playing against Nature: Integrating
Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's study.

Jose Rosales:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Playing against Nature: Integrating
Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works) is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Stephen Bruns:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Playing against Nature: Integrating Science
and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works), it is possible to enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Eric Valentine:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Playing against Nature:
Integrating Science and Economics to Mitigate Natural Hazards in an Uncertain World (Wiley Works) can
be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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