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This strikingly original book examines how sport and ideas of physicality have shaped the politics and
culture of modern Laos. Viewing the country's extraordinary transitions—from French colonialism to
royalist nationalism to revolutionary socialism to the modern development state—through the lens of
physical culture, Simon Creak's lively and incisive narrative illuminates a nation that has no reputation in
gport and istypically viewed, even from within, as a country of cheerful but lazy people. Creak argues that
gport and related physical practices—including physical education, gymnastics, and military training—have
shaped a national consciousness by locating it in everyday experience. These practices are popular,
participatory, performative, and, above all, physical in character and embody ideas and ideologiesin a
symbolic and experiential way.

Embodied Nation takes readers on a brisk ride through more than a century of Lao history, from a
nineteenth-century game of tikhi—an indigenous game resembling field hockey—to the country's
unprecedented outpouring of nationalist sentiment when hosting the 2009 Southeast Asian Games. En route,
we witness a Lao-Vietnamese soccer brawl in 1936, the fascist-inspired body ethic of the early 1940s, the
novel modes of military masculinity that blossomed with national independence, the spectacular state
theatrics of power represented by Olympic-inspired sports festivals, and the high hopes and frequent failures
of socialist sport in the 1970s and 1980s. Of central concern in Creak's narrative are the twin motifs of
gender and civilization. Despite increasing female participation since the early twentieth century, he
demonstrates the major role that sport and physical culture have played in forming hegemonic masculinities
in Laos. Even with limited national sporting success—L aos has never won an Olympic medal—the healthy,
toned, and muscular form has come to symbolize material development and prosperity. Embodied Nation
outlines the complex ways in which these motifs, through sport and physical culture, articulate with state
power.

Combining cultural and intellectual history with historical thick description, Creak draws on a creative array
of Lao and French sources from previously unexplored archives, newspapers, and magazines, and from
ethnographic writing, war photography, and cartoons. More than an "imagined community" or "geobody," he
showsthat Laos was also a"body at work," making substantive theoretical contributions not only to
Southeast Asian studies and history, but to the study of the physical culture, nationalism, masculinity, and
modernity in all modern societies.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Horton:

Book iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by areserve. Book
has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Embodied Nation: Sport, Masculinity, and the
Making of Modern Laos (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) will make you to become smarter.
Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Caleb Hutto:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Embodied
Nation: Sport, Masculinity, and the Making of Modern Laos (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled Embodied Nation: Sport, Masculinity, and the Making of Modern Laos (Southeast Asia: Palitics,
Meaning, and Memory)is the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

James Jones:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Embodied Nation: Sport, Masculinity, and the
Making of Modern Laos (Southeast Asia: Palitics, Meaning, and Memory), you could enjoy both. It isvery
good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mildred Lyons.

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isreferred to as of book
Embodied Nation: Sport, Masculinity, and the Making of Modern Laos (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning,
and Memory). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from
one location to other place.
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