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We all dream of finding the place we can be most ourselves, the landscape that seems to have been crafted
just for us. The poet Paul Zimmer has found his: a farm in the driftless hills of southwestern Wisconsin, a
region of rolling land and crooked rivers, "driftless" because here the great glaciers of the Patrician age split
widely, leaving behind a heart-shaped area untouched by crushing ice. After the Fire is the story of Zimmer's
journey from his boyhood in the factory town of Canton, Ohio, and his days as a soldier during atomic tests
in the Nevada desert, to his many years in the book business as a writer and publisher, and the rural
tranquility of his present life. Zimmer juxtaposes timeless rustic subjects (tending the land, country people
and their ways, the ever-changing beauty of his natural surroundings) with flashbacks to key moments: his
first and only boxing match, hearing Count Basie play and discovering his lifelong love of jazz, his return to
the France of his ancestors, his painful departure from the publishing world after forty years. These stories
are full of humor and pathos, keen insights and poignant meditations, but the real center of the book is the
abiding beauty of the driftless hills, the silence and peace that is the source of and reward for Zimmer's hard-
won wisdom. Above all, it is a consideration of the ways that nature provides deep meaning and solace, and
of the importance of finding the right place.

Paul Zimmer is a much honored and widely published poet and essayist, the author of eight volumes of
poetry. His work has received awards from the American Institute of Arts and Letters and been selected for
the National Poetry Series. He was a finalist in the essay category for the 1998 National Magazine Award,
and for the past two years works by him have been selected as Notable Essays in the Best American Essays
series. Zimmer lives on a farm near Soldiers Grove, Wisconsin, and spends part of each year in the south of
France.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Tawney:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled After The Fire: A Writer Finds His Place. Try to face the book After The
Fire: A Writer Finds His Place as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

William Prentice:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take After The Fire: A Writer Finds His Place as
your daily resource information.

Vincent Cartagena:

Typically the book After The Fire: A Writer Finds His Place has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this article book.

Shawn Young:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be After The Fire: A Writer Finds His Place why because the great cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions
to pick up this book.
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