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First published in 1948, this book may be described as Dame Edith Sitwell's personal notebook. It consists of
essays on the subject of the general aspect of the plays-those great hymns to the principle and the glory of
life, in which there are the same differences in nature, in matter, in light, in darkness, in movement, that we
find in the universe, and in which the characters are so vast they seem each an element (Water, Hamlet; Air,
Romeo and Juliet; Fire, King Lear) and which yet bear the stamp of our common humanity, made greater
and more universal.

There are long essays on King Lear, Macbeth, Othello and Hamlet. Dame Edith believes, with all humility,
that she has discovered new sources of the inspiration of King Lear, throwing a new light on the whole play,
and giving new meanings to the mad scenes, of an unsurpassable grandeur, depth, and terror. There are
shorter essays also on other of the tragedies. The keynotes of many of the plays are examined (not all the
plays are discussed), a phrase is studied and will be found to hold the whole meaning of the play.

There are essays on many of the comedies, and long passages about the Fools and Clowns. Connecting levels
are traced between the philosophies of the plays. There are, too, running commentaries on Shakespeare as
that ' common-kissing Titan ', and, since the book is a personal notebook, the author makes copious
quotations from the writings of Shakespearean scholars who have thrown light on the various aspects of
which she treats, and from works on other subjects which also serve to illumine his mighty and many-sided
genius.

"Her reading is deep and personal; possibly nobody has ever read Shakespeare with an ear more sensitive to
every sound and cadence." -Chicago Daily Tribune
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Taylor:

The book A Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury Reader) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book A
Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury Reader)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book A Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury Reader) has simple shape
however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Maude Porter:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book A Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury
Reader) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide A Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury
Reader) is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book
A Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury Reader). You never experience lose out for everything if
you read some books.

James Murray:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the A Notebook on William
Shakespeare (Bloomsbury Reader) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Nancy Sherman:

Exactly why? Because this A Notebook on William Shakespeare (Bloomsbury Reader) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store



hurriedly.
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