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Politics was once a term with an array of broadly positive connotations, associated with public scrutiny,
deliberation and accountability. Yet today it is an increasingly dirty word, typically synonymous with
duplicity, corruption, inefficiency and undue interference in matters both public and private. How has this
come to pass? Why do we hate politics and politicians so much? How pervasive is the contemporary
condition of political disaffection? And what is politics anyway?

In this lively and original work, Colin Hay provides a series of innovative and provocative answers to these
questions. He begins by tracing the origins and development of the current climate of political
disenchantment across a broad range of established democracies. Far from revealing a rising tide of apathy,
however, he shows that a significant proportion of those who have withdrawn from formal politics are
engaged in other modes of political activity.

He goes on to develop and defend a broad and inclusive conception of politics and the political that is far less
formal, less state-centric and less narrowly governmental than in most conventional accounts. By
demonstrating how our expectations of politics and the political realities we witness are shaped decisively by
the assumptions about human nature that we project onto political actors, Hay provides a powerful and
highly distinctive account of contemporary political disenchantment. Why We Hate Politics will be essential
reading for all those troubled by the contemporary political condition of the established democracies.
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From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Why We Hate Politics (Polity Short Introductions) has been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book Why We Hate Politics (Polity Short Introductions) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Why We Hate Politics
(Polity Short Introductions). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Peggy Ross:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Why We Hate Politics (Polity Short Introductions)
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jody Tolar:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Why We Hate Politics (Polity
Short Introductions) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

William Rockwood:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Why We Hate Politics (Polity Short Introductions) can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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