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The Science of the Soul challenges long-standing notions of Puritan provincialism as antithetical to the
Enlightenment. Sarah Rivett demonstrates that, instead, empiricism and natural philosophy combined with
Puritanism to transform the scope of religious activity in colonial New England from the 1630s to the Gresat
Awakening of the 1740s.

In an unprecedented move, Puritan ministers from Thomas Shepard and John Eliot to Cotton Mather and
Jonathan Edwards studied the human soul using the same systematic methods that philosophers applied to
the study of nature. In particular, they considered the testimonies of tortured adolescent girls at the center of
the Salem witch trials, Native American converts, and dying women as a source of material insight into the
divine. Conversions and deathbed speeches were thus scrutinized for evidence of gracein away that bridged
the material and the spiritual, the visible and the invisible, the worldly and the divine.

In thisway, the "science of the soul” was as much a part of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century natural
philosophy as it was part of post-Reformation theology. Rivett's account restores the unity of religion and
science in the early modern world and highlights the role and importance of both to transatlantic circuits of
knowledge formation.
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From reader reviews:
Frankie Graybill:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia).

Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant
anew book The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia). Y ou can add understanding and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.

Y ou may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Kayla Wilson:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individualsto
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)
book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Lillian Albrecht:

The actual book The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of
Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book
you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is
much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Patricia Gallagher:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt theitem
when they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Science of the Soul in
Colonia New England (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) to make your reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading proficiency
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especialy. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to available a book and



go through it. Beside that the guide The Science of the Soul in Colonial New England (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can to be your brand
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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