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The Virginia Military Institute launched an educational revolution when it became the first school in the
American South to combine classical and practical courses under an effective system of military discipline. It
pioneered free schooling for the poor and exemption from tuition and board in exchange for two years of
teaching. It has furnished fully qualified citizen-soldiers for both civilian and military life since before the
Civil War. Who first conceived of VMI has been the subject of multiple claims since the school's founding in
1839. Attempting to answer that problem, this biography of Col. J.T.L. Preston unfolds the life of a teacher
and soldier, husband and father, who defined the school as it exists today, served Stonewall Jackson as his
first adjutant general, married the Poetess of the Confederacy and sired a family whose members bore the
stamp of their father's character. Preston is revealed as a man of faith who suffered "anguish beyond remedy"
under "the bloody, remorseless hand of war," which "tore from his heart what, to him, was more precious
than liberty, home, or anything but heaven."
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From reader reviews:

Dolly Taylor:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Father of Virginia Military Institute: A Biography of
Colonel J.T.L. Preston, CSA had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book The Father of Virginia Military Institute: A
Biography of Colonel J.T.L. Preston, CSA is not only giving you far more new information but also being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Father of Virginia Military Institute: A Biography of Colonel J.T.L.
Preston, CSA. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Octavio Martin:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One
of them is this The Father of Virginia Military Institute: A Biography of Colonel J.T.L. Preston, CSA.

Katie McCants:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Father of Virginia Military Institute: A Biography
of Colonel J.T.L. Preston, CSA as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Father of Virginia Military Institute: A Biography of Colonel
J.T.L. Preston, CSA to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Thomas Hawkins:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Father of Virginia Military
Institute: A Biography of Colonel J.T.L. Preston, CSA to make your current reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st



opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Father of Virginia
Military Institute: A Biography of Colonel J.T.L. Preston, CSA can to be your brand-new friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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