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A woman terrified by the threats of a jilted suitor is denied police protection. A workman collapses on the
job and the employer is slow to help him. A bully in a bar begins to carry out threats of serious injury to a
customer, after the bartender’s lackadaisical response. Springing from varied areas of human activity, such
cases occupy an important area of the legal battleground called modern tort law. They also provide the basis
for a fascinating legal analysis by Marshall S. Shapo.

Tort law is an important social mediator of events surrounding personal injuries. It impinges on many other
areas of the law—those dealing with crime, constitutional protections against government officials and
agencies, and property rights. Since litigated tort cases often involve brutal treatment or accidents inflicting
severe physical harm, this area of the law generates much emotion and complex legal doctrine.

Shapo cuts through the emotion and the complexity to present a view of these problems that is both legally
sound and intuitively appealing. His emphasis is on power relationships between private citizens and other
individuals, as well as between private persons and governments and officials. He undertakes to define
power in a meaningful way as it relates to many tort issues faced by ordinary citizens, and to make this
definition precise by constant reference to concrete cases. His particular focus is on an age-old problem in
tort law: the question of when a person has a duty to aid another in peril.

In analyzing a large number of cases in this category, Shapo develops an analysis that blends considerations
of economic efficiency and humanitarian concern. Recognizing that economic considerations are significant
in judicial analysis of these cases, he emphasizes elements that go beyond a simple concern with efficiency,
especially the ability of one person to control another’s actions or exposure to risk.

These considerations of power and corresponding dependence provide the basis for Shapo’s study of the
duties of both private citizens and governments to prevent injury to others. Calling on a broad range of legal
precedents, he also refers to social science research dealing with the behavior of bystanders when fellow
citizens are under attack.

Beyond his application of a power-based analysis to litigation traditionally based in tort doctrine, Shapo
offers some speculative suggestions on the possible applicability of his views to several controversial areas
of welfare law: medical care, municipal services, and educational standards.



This book was written with a view to readership by interested citizens as well as legal scholars, judges, and
practicing attorneys.
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From reader reviews:

James Cooper:

The book The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power, and Public Policy can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Duty to Act: Tort Law,
Power, and Public Policy? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power, and Public Policy has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Stacy Knarr:

The e-book untitled The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power, and Public Policy is the book that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power, and Public Policy from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Ethel Springer:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power,
and Public Policy that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
could pick The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power, and Public Policy become your current starter.

Irene Hoyt:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Duty to Act: Tort Law, Power, and Public Policy can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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