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During Justice Sonya Sotomayor’ s recent confirmation hearings, the idea of “biography” played a high-
profile role in the debate. How much does a person’ s experience affect his or her judicial opinions? Should
personal history be akey consideration when determining qualifications to sit on the highest court in the
land? In thisimpeccably researched book, journalist Bill Barnhart and retired lawyer and former legislator
Gene Schlickman paint a detailed portrait of Justice John Paul Stevens' s remarkable life and tenure on the
Court. Through vivid family history and a careful look at his work on the bench, Barnhart and Schlickman
offer the first biography of the second longest serving Supreme Court justice of the modern era—one who
has proudly earned the title of the Court’s most prolific dissenter.

To provide a nuanced and multifaceted look at the justice, Barnhart and Schlickman interviewed Stevens and
an extraordinary number of Stevens'sfriends and family members, former clerks, current colleagues,
politicians, and court watchers. They spoke with such public figures as former President Ford, former Ford
chief of staff Donald Rumsfeld, and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Interviews with Stevens's children and
one of his brothers provide personal insightsinto the man behind the robe. Tales of his childhood, of
growing up in an affluent family in Chicago’s Hyde Park neighborhood, and of the family business,
including The Stevens Hotel (now the Chicago Hilton and Towers), create arich portrait of the independent
man and judge. Intimate anecdotes from Stevens' s former law clerks reveal the lighter side of some of the
most serious work in the country.

Barnhart and Schlickman also give careful consideration to Stevens's career. They trace his early yearsasa
Chicago lawyer, his appointment to the federal appeals bench in Chicago, and his ultimate nomination to the
Supreme Court by Republican President Ford. They examine his best-known opinions, including his
emotional dissentsin Texas v. Johnson and Bush v. Gore. They trace his growth as a molder of Court
decisions. In an eraof anincreasingly politicized judiciary, the story of Stevens'slife, as alawyer who
joined the bench with no political or ideological baggage, is an urgent reminder of the importance of judicial
impartiality and the need to cultivate it. This vibrant biography will be of interest to those fascinated by the
inner workings of the Supreme Court as well as those who simply want to learn more about one of Chicago’s
favorite sons.
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From reader reviews:
Susan Williams;

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life as
your daily resource information.

Melvin Loch:

The publication untitled John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life is the e-book that recommended to you to
read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of investigation
when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get
the e-book of John Paul Stevens. An Independent Life from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Mary Sexton:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better
lifein this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind
will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Bertha Montes:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life
book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt John Paul Stevens: An Independent Life as good book not
just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
aready alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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