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From cafeterias to cocktail parties to the pages of influential journals of opinion, few groups of friends have
argued ideas so passionately and so publicly as the writers and critics known as the New York intellectuals.
A brilliantly contentious circle of thinkers, they wielded enormous influence in the second half of the
twentieth century through their championing of cultural modernism and their critique of Soviet
totalitarianism.

Arguing the World is a portrait of four of the leading members of the group in their own words, based on the
extensive interviews that formed the basis for Joseph Dorman's acclaimed film of the same name, which New
York magazine named in 1999 as the Best New York Documentary. The political essayist Irving Kristol, the
literary critic Irving Howe, and the sociologists Daniel Bell and Nathan Glazer are brought into sharp focus
in a vivid account of one of the century's great intellectual communities.

In this wide-ranging oral history, Dorman documents the lifelong political arguments of these men, from
their working-class beginnings to their rise to prominence in the years following World War II, particularly
through their contributions to magazines and journals like Partisan Review and Com-mentary. From the
advent of the Cold War and McCarthyism, to the rise of the New Left on college campuses in the sixties, to
the emergence of neoconservatism in the seventies and eighties, the group's disagreements grew more heated
and at times more personal. Driven apart by their responses to these historic events, in later life the four
found themselves increasingly at odds with one another. Kristol became influential in America's resurgent
conservative movement and Glazer made a name for himself as a forceful critic of liberal social policy, while
Bell fought to defend a besieged liberalism. Until his death in 1993, Irving Howe remained an unapologetic
voice of the radical left.

Weaving personal reminiscences from these towering figures with those of their friends and foes, Arguing
the World opens a new window on the social and intellectual history of twentieth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Clare Lucas:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Arguing the World: The
New York Intellectuals in Their Own Words? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Brian Griffith:

The publication untitled Arguing the World: The New York Intellectuals in Their Own Words is the reserve
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Arguing the World: The New York Intellectuals in
Their Own Words from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Katie Grossi:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Arguing the World: The New York Intellectuals in Their
Own Words can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Thomas Smith:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Arguing the World: The New York Intellectuals in
Their Own Words can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Arguing the
World: The New York Intellectuals in Their Own Words.
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