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Columbia University began the second half of the twentieth century in decline, bottoming out with the
student riots of 1968. Yet by the close of the century, the institution had regained its stature as one of the
greatest universities in the world.

According to the New York Times, "If any one person is responsible for Columbia's recovery, it is surely
Michael Sovern." In this memoir, Sovern, who served as the university's president from 1980 to 1993,
recounts his sixty-year involvement with the institution, as well as his experiences growing up poor in the
South Bronx and attending Columbia. Sovern addresses key debates in academia, such as how to make
college available to all, whether affirmative action is fair, whether great researchers are paid too much and
valuable teachers too little, what are the strengths and weaknesses of lifetime tenure, and what is the
government's responsibility for funding universities. A labor-law specialist, Sovern also discusses his
personal and professional accomplishments off campus, particularly his work to compensate victims of racial
exploitation and his recommendations as chairman of the Commission on Integrity in Government.
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From reader reviews:

Gustavo Cyr:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This An Improbable Life: My Sixty
Years at Columbia and Other Adventures is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Alison Caulfield:

The e-book with title An Improbable Life: My Sixty Years at Columbia and Other Adventures includes a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.

Mark Miller:

This An Improbable Life: My Sixty Years at Columbia and Other Adventures is great guide for you because
the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling
sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having An Improbable Life: My Sixty Years at Columbia and Other Adventures in your hand like obtaining
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world
with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Elaine Sitz:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book An Improbable Life: My Sixty Years at
Columbia and Other Adventures to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill
of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
learn it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve An Improbable Life: My Sixty Years at
Columbia and Other Adventures can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of these time.
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