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This book argues that philosophical skepticism helps define the aesthetic experience of the sublime in late
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century British literature, especially the poetry of Alexander Pope. Skeptical
doubt appears in the period as an astonishing force in discourse that cannot be controlled--"doubt's boundless
Sea," in Rochester's words--and as such is consistently seen as affiliated with the sublime, itself emerging as
an important way to conceive of excessive power in rhetoric, nature, psychology, religion, and politics. This
view of skepticism as a force affecting discourse beyond its practitioners' control links Noggle's discussion to
other theoretical accounts of sublimity, especially psychoanalytic and ideological ones, that emphasize the
sublime's activation of unconscious personal and cultural anxieties and contradictions. But because The
Skeptical Sublime demonstrates the sublime's roots in the epistemological obsessions of Pope and his age, it
also grounds such theories in what is historically evident in the period's writing.

The skeptical sublime is a concrete, primary instance of the transformation of modernity's main
epistemological liability, its loss of certainty, into an aesthetic asset--retaining, however, much of the
unsettling irony of its origins in radical doubt. By examining the cultural function of such persistent
instability, this book seeks to clarify the aesthetic ideology of major writers like Pope, Swift, Dryden, and
Rochester, among others, who have been seen, sometimes confusingly, as both reactionary and supportive of
the liberal-Whig model of taste and civil society increasingly dominant in the period. While they participate
in the construction of proto-aesthetic categories like the sublime to stabilize British culture after decades of
civil war and revolution, their appreciation of the skepticism maintained by these means of stabilization
helps them express ambivalence about the emerging social order and distinguishes their views from the more
providentially assured appeals to the sublime of their ideological opponents.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Stewart:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
entitled The Skeptical Sublime: Aesthetic Ideology in Pope and the Tory Satirists? Maybe it is for being best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Linda Griffin:

The book untitled The Skeptical Sublime: Aesthetic Ideology in Pope and the Tory Satirists contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice go through.

Rose Duprey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The Skeptical
Sublime: Aesthetic Ideology in Pope and the Tory Satirists.

Richard Plummer:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
you. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book,
new and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The Skeptical Sublime: Aesthetic Ideology in Pope and the Tory Satirists when
you desired it?
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