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Cool is a word of American English that has been integrated into the vocabulary of numerous languages
around the globe. Today it is a term most often used in advertising trendy commodities, or, more generally,
in promoting urban lifestyles in our postmodern age. But what is the history of the term “cool?" When has
coolness come to be associated with certain modes of contemporary self-fashioning? On what grounds do
certain nations claim a privilege to be recognized as “cool?" These are some of the questions that served as a
starting-point for a comparative cultural inquiry which brought together specialists from American Studies
and Japanese Studies, but also from Classics, Philosophy and Sociology. The conceptual grid of the volume
can be described as follows:

(1) Coolness is a metaphorical term for affect-control. It is tied in with cultural discourses on the emotions
and the norms of their public display, and with gendered cultural practices of subjectivity.

(2) In the course of the cultural transformations of modernity, the term acquired new importance as a concept
referring to practices of individual, ethnic, and national difference.

(3) Depending on cultural context, coolness is defined in terms of aesthetic detachment and self-irony, of
withdrawal, dissidence and even latent rebellion.

(4) Coolness often carries undertones of ambivalence. The situational adequacy of cool behavior becomes an
issue for contending ethical and aesthetic discourses since an ethical ideal of self-control and a strategy of
performing self-control are inextricably intertwined.

(5) In literature and film, coolness as a character trait is portrayed as a personal strength, as a lack of
emotion, as an effect of trauma, as a mask for suffering or rage, as precious behavior, or as savvyness. This
wide spectrum is significant: artistic productions offer valid insights into contradictions of cultural discourses
on affect-control.

(6) American and Japanese cultural productions show that twentieth-century notions of coolness hybridize
different cultural traditions of affect-control.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bogdan:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and
Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Rachel Garber:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you buy
it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in
European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan as your daily resource information.

David McKenney:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in
European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Russell Fielder:

Beside this particular The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in
European Antiquity, the United States, and Japan in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
The Cultural Career of Coolness: Discourses and Practices of Affect Control in European Antiquity, the
United States, and Japan because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have



book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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