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The four plays presented here—"“Moritsuna' s Camp,” “ The Mountains Scene,” “Vengeance at 1ga Pass,”
“The True Tale of Asagao”—werefirst performed between 1769 and 1832, a time when the Japanese puppet
theatre known as Bunraku was beginning to lose its pre-eminence to Kabuki. During this period, however,
several important puppet plays were created that went on to become standards in both the Bunraku and
Kabuki repertoires; three are found in this volume. This span of some sixty-odd years was aso aformative
one in the development of how plays were presented, an important feature in the modern staging of works
from the traditional plebeian theatre. Only a handful of complete and uncut plays—often as much asten
hours long—are produced in Bunraku or Kabuki nowadays. Included here is one of these. There are also two
examples of the much more common practice of staging asingle popular act or scene from amuch longer
dramathat itself is seldom, if ever, performed in its entirety today.

Kabuki, while better known outside Japan, has been agreat beneficiary of the puppet theatre, borrowing
perhaps as much as half of its body of work from Bunraku dramas. Bunraku, in turn, has raided the Kabuki
repertoire but to afar more modest degree. The fourth play in this collection, “Asagao,” is an instance of this
uncommon reverse borrowing. Moreover, it is an example of yet another way in which some plays have
come to be presented: a coherent subplot of alonger work that gained an independent theatrical existence
while its parent drama has since disappeared from the stage. These later eighteenth-century works display a
continued development toward greater attention to the theatrical features of puppet plays as opposed to the
earlier, more literary approach found most notably in the dramas of Chikamatsu Monzaemon (d. 1725).

Newly translated and illustrated for the general reader and the speciaist, the playsin this volume are
accompanied by informative introductions, extensive notes on stage action, and discussions of the various
changes that Bunraku underwent, particularly in the latter half of the eighteenth century, its golden age.
Because many of the features we see in Bunraku plays today owe their origins largely to the changes the
theatre experienced more than two centuries ago, this volume will be a valuable reference for those interested
in contemporary Japanese theatre as well as its historical antecedents.
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From reader reviews:
Tara Smith:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called
The Bunraku Puppet Theatre: Honor, Vengeance, and Love in Four Plays of the 18th and 19th Centuries?
Maybe it isto get best activity for you. Y ou already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Katherine Holt:

Precisely why? Because this The Bunraku Puppet Theatre: Honor, Vengeance, and Love in Four Plays of the
18th and 19th Centuries is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of rewards than the other
book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If | had been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Pamela Wilson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work here
isdifficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside ook
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Bunraku Puppet Theatre: Honor, Vengeance, and Love in Four Plays
of the 18th and 19th Centuries why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.

Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

CatherineLyons.

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Bunraku Puppet Theatre: Honor,
Vengeance, and Love in Four Plays of the 18th and 19th Centuries was bright colored and of course has
pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Bunraku Puppet Theatre: Honor, Vengeance, and Love
in Four Plays of the 18th and 19th Centuries has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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