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Revising dominant accounts of Puritanism and challenging the literary history of sentimentalism,
Sympathetic Puritans argues that a Calvinist theology of sympathy shaped the politics, religion, rhetoric, and
literature of early New England. Scholars have often understood and presented sentimentalism as a direct
challenge to stern and stoic Puritan forebears; the standard history traces a cult of sensibility back to moral
sense philosophy and the Scottish Enlightenment, not Puritan New England. Abram C. Van Engen has
unearthed pervasive evidence of sympathy in a large archive of Puritan sermons, treatises, tracts, poems,
journals, histories, and captivity narratives. He demonstrates how two types of sympathy -- the active
command to fellow-feel (a duty), as well as the passive sign that could indicate salvation (a discovery) --
permeated Puritan society and came to define the very boundaries of English culture, affecting conceptions
of community, relations with Native Americans, and the development of American literature. Van Engen re-
examines the Antinomian Controversy, conversion narratives, transatlantic relations, Puritan missions, Mary
Rowlandsons captivity narrative -- and Puritan culture more generally -- through the lens of sympathy.
Demonstrating and explicating a Calvinist theology of sympathy in seventeenth-century New England, the
book reveals the religious history of a concept that has previously been associated with more secular roots.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Anderson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in
Early New England (Religion in America) had been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Sympathetic Puritans:
Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America) is not only giving you much more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow
Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America). You never really feel lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Stephanie Wilkes:

Often the book Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in America)
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by
the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Betty Guinn:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New England (Religion in
America) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Christopher Palmer:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list will be Sympathetic Puritans: Calvinist Fellow Feeling in Early New
England (Religion in America). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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