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Is there such a thing as Los Angeles poetry? How do we assess a poem about a city as elusive of identity as
Los Angeles? What features do poems about this unique urban landscape of diverse peoples and terrains
have in common? Poetry Los Angeles is the first book to gather and analyze poems about sites as different as
Hollywood, Santa Monica and Venice beaches, the freeways, downtown, South Central and East L.A.
Laurence Goldstein presents original commentary on six decades of poets who have contributed to the
iconography and poetics of Los Angeles literature, including Elizabeth Alexander, Jimmy Santiago Baca,
Dorothy Barresi, Victoria Chang, Wanda Coleman, Dana Gioia, Joy Harjo, James Harms, Robert Hass,
Eloise Klein Healy, Garrett Hongo, Suzanne Lummis, Paul Monette, Harryette Mullen, Carol Muske-Dukes,
Frederick Seidel, Gary Soto, Timothy Steele, Diane Wakoski, Derek Walcott, and Charles Harper Webb.
Forty poems are reproduced in their entirety.

One chapter is devoted to Charles Bukowski, the celebrity face of the city’s poetry. Other chapters discuss
the ways that poets explore “Interiors” and “Exteriors” throughout the cityscape. Goldstein also provides
ample connections to the novels, films, art, and politics of Southern California. In clear prose, Poetry Los
Angeles examines the strategies by which poets make significant places meaningful and memorable to
readers of every region of the U.S. and elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Karen McCarthy:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Poetry Los Angeles:
Reading the Essential Poems of the City will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or ideal book with you?

Ralph Dell:

The ability that you get from Poetry Los Angeles: Reading the Essential Poems of the City will be the more
deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Poetry Los Angeles: Reading the Essential Poems of the City
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Poetry Los Angeles: Reading
the Essential Poems of the City instantly.

Manuel Arndt:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Poetry Los Angeles:
Reading the Essential Poems of the City that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Poetry Los Angeles: Reading the Essential
Poems of the City become your current starter.

Ruth Haddock:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is usually Poetry Los Angeles: Reading the Essential Poems of the City.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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