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Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Potsdam (Anglistik / Amerikanistik), course: HS: Zwischen 'White City' und 'Slum Fiction' - Die Grof3stadt
in der amerikanischen Literatur am Ende des 19. Jahrhunderts, 39 entries in the bibliography, language:
English, abstract: In this paper we will describe the ambivalent relationship between American novelist Edith
Wharton and the American city. Wharton is concerned with the lives of arather closed set of people, namely
the so called “old families” of New Y ork. In Wharton's works, the world of the working poor isan invisible
one. Although employees, servants, and maids were constantly present in and around the houses of the so
called leisure class, they do not gain an independent voice, their struggleis being left untold. Wharton is
interested in how the people she understood best, the families who inhabited society's highest valued spots,
managed their situation. Edith Wharton’s view of the architectural status quo and the newest developments
in her city has to be called ambiguous. She relished the Beaux Art architecture of grandeur and at the same
time she despised everything that screamed newly-rich to her. Anti-Semitism isatopic in this paper, because
it became a component of New Y ork’ s bourgeois identity as wealthy Jewish families were perceived to
present a challenge to this high status group.

Questions we were, amongst others, concerned with are: What effect had the modern city life on the best
established class? How were the customs and modalities of these people affected by the tremendous
developments around them? And how did (gendered) individual s react to the entrance wish of the newly rich
into their inner circles? In other words, the way in which in- and exclusion from a certain group worked, how
these were executed and what the potentiality of a change in status meant for the mind of the involved
charactersis Edith Wharton's central concern.
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From reader reviews:
Diane Gibbons:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So, if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
gpare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Edith Wharton - "The House of Mirth" as a Portrait of the City.

Joshua Dunleavy:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The Edith Wharton - "The House of Mirth" as a Portrait of the City will give you new
experience in studying a book.

L awrence Gibbs:

In this erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of
several booksin thetop listing in your reading list is usually Edith Wharton - "The House of Mirth" asa
Portrait of the City. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Toby Lowry:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Edith Wharton - "The House of
Mirth" as a Portrait of the City to make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading talent
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especialy. It isto be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the e-book Edith Wharton - "The House of Mirth" as a Portrait of the City can
to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of
that time.
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