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The most widely practiced and read form of verse in America, “elegies are poems about being left behind,”
writes Max Cavitch. American Elegy is the history of a diverse people’s poetic experience of mourning and
of mortality’s profound challenge to creative living. By telling this history in political, psychological, and
aesthetic terms, American Elegy powerfully reconnects the study of early American poetry to the broadest
currents of literary and cultural criticism. Cavitch begins by considering eighteenth-century elegists such as
Franklin, Bradstreet, Mather, Wheatley, Freneau, and Annis Stockton, highlighting their defiance of
boundaries—between public and private, male and female, rational and sentimental—and demonstrating how
closely intertwined the work of mourning and the work of nationalism were in the revolutionary era. He then
turns to elegy’s adaptations during the market-driven Jacksonian age, including more obliquely elegiac
poems like those of William Cullen Bryant and the popular child elegies of Emerson, Lydia Sigourney, and
others. Devoting unprecedented attention to the early African-American elegy, Cavitch discusses poems
written by free blacks and slaves, as well as white abolitionists, seeing in them the development of an
African-American genealogical imagination. In addition to a major new reading of Whitman’s great elegy
for Lincoln, “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d,” Cavitch takes up less familiar passages from
Whitman as well as Melville’s and Lazarus’s poems following Lincoln’s death. American Elegy offers
critical and often poignant insights into the place of mourning in American culture. Cavitch examines literary
responses to historical events—such as the American Revolution, Native American removal, African-
American slavery, and the Civil War—and illuminates the states of loss, hope, desire, and love in American
studies today. Max Cavitch is assistant professor of English at the University of Pennsylvania.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Broom:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
may share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this American Elegy: The Poetry of Mourning from the Puritans to Whitman.

Sharon Wilson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Elegy: The Poetry of Mourning from the Puritans to
Whitman can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Constance Music:

The actual book American Elegy: The Poetry of Mourning from the Puritans to Whitman has a lot details on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you
will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Ruth Vigue:

American Elegy: The Poetry of Mourning from the Puritans to Whitman can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing American
Elegy: The Poetry of Mourning from the Puritans to Whitman however doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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