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Agriculture, one of the oldest human occupations, is practised all over the world, using techniques ranging
from the profoundly traditional to the most scientifically advanced. Without it we would starve. Yet how
many of us understand what is happening in the fields that we see as we drive through the countryside? How
often do we think about the origins of the food in our trolley?

In this Very Short Introduction Paul Brassley and Richard Soffe explain what farmers do and why they do it.
Beginning with the most basic resource, the soil, they show why it is important, and how farmers can
increase its productivity, before turning to the plants and animals that grow on it, and tracing the connections
between their biology and the various ways in which farmers work with them. The authors conclude by
looking at some of the controversial issues facing contemporary
agriculture: its sustainability; its impact on wildlife and landscape; issues of animal welfare; and the affect of
climate change and the development of genetically modified organisms on farmers.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Macdonald:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Agriculture: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Ethel Orr:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Agriculture: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Leroy Barker:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Agriculture: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Vincent Espinoza:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Agriculture: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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