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2015 Readers' Choice Award Winner - "For God so loved the world . . ."

We believe these words, but what do they really mean? Does God choose to love, or does God love
necessarily? Is God's love emotional? Does the love of God include desire or enjoyment? Is God's love
conditional? Can God receive love from human beings?

Attempts to answer these questions have produced sharply divided pictures of God's relationship to the
world. One widely held position is that of classical theism, which understands God as necessary, self-
sufficient, perfect, simple, timeless, immutable and impassible. In this view, God is entirely unaffected by
the world and his love is thus unconditional, unilateral and arbitrary.

In the twentieth century, process theologians replaced classical theism with an understanding of God as
bound up essentially with the world and dependent on it. In this view God necessarily feels all feelings and
loves all others, because they are included within himself.

In The Love of God, John Peckham offers a comprehensive canonical interpretation of divine love in
dialogue with, and at times in contrast to, both classical and process theism. God's love, he argues, is freely
willed, evaluative, emotional and reciprocal, given before but not without conditions. According to
Peckham's reading of Scripture, the God who loves the world is both perfect and passible, both self-sufficient
and desirous of reciprocal relationships with each person, so that "whoever believes in him shall not perish,
but have eternal life."
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From reader reviews:

Albert Shepherd:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Love of God: A Canonical Model book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving The Love of
God: A Canonical Model content conveys objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking The Love of
God: A Canonical Model is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Wiley Wagner:

Precisely why? Because this The Love of God: A Canonical Model is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Valerie Beauchamp:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Love of God: A Canonical
Model is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Edward Franco:

Beside that The Love of God: A Canonical Model in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
The Love of God: A Canonical Model because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!
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