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Jacob F. Rivers III has collected twenty-two classic hunting tales by twelve southern writers including Davey
Crocket, Johnson J. Hooper, and Henry Clay Lewis. These stories spring not only from a genteel literary
tradition but also from the tradition of the tall tale or stories of backwoods humor. Antebellum and
post–Civil War tales reflect changes in the social and economic composition of the hunting class in the
South. Some reveal themes of fear for the future of field sports, and others demonstrate an early conservation
ethic among hunters and landowners.

Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen brings to new readers a wealth of hunting and fishing lore heretofore
hard to find by any but scholars in the field of southern literature. Rivers has gathered a host of well-read and
well-heeled sportsmen who relish each and every detail of their encounters with their environment. Sports
authors come from every spectrum of southern society, but their common vocabulary and shared enthusiasm
bond them together.

Rivers corrects unfortunate stereotypes of hunters as indifferent to aspects of nature other than environmental
exploitation. Whether humorists or serious advocates, these authors reveal their sense of their place in the
wild, and many advocate ecological good citizenship that disdains wanton slaughter and unethical practices.
They condemn such acts as beneath the dignity and honor of true sportsmen.

The collection includes accounts of hunting many types of game indigenous to the South from 1830 to 1910,
from aristocratic foxhunts to yeoman deer drives. The structure is largely chronological, beginning with John
James Audubon’s essay on the American wild turkey from his Ornithological Biography (1832) and ending
with stories from Alexander Hunter’s The Huntsman in the South (1908). Whatever their era, the chief
characteristics of these sporting accounts are the excitement the authors experience upon suddenly
encountering game, the rigors and hardships they endure in its pursuit, their keen powers of observation of
the woods and waters through which they travel, and the comedy often found in the strong friendships that
frequently mark their adventures. But above all the tales resonate with a reverence for field sports as the
means through which humans establish meaningful and lasting relationships with the mysteries and the
magic of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

This Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book
is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A
Literary Anthology without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910:
A Literary Anthology having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Clara Gay:

Here thing why this specific Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910:
A Literary Anthology giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no book that similar with Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary
Anthology. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology in e-book can be
your option.

Margaret Jackson:

Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen, 1830-1910: A Literary Anthology yet doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Deidra Hird:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Early Southern Sports and Sportsmen,



1830-1910: A Literary Anthology can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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