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In the early 1960s, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater was a small, multi-racial company of dancers
that performed the works of its founding choreographer and other emerging artists. By the late 1960s, the
company had become a well-known African American artistic group closely tied to the Civil Rights struggle.
In Dancing Revelations, Thomas DeFrantz chronicles the troupe's journey from a small modern dance
company to one of the premier institutions of African American culture. He not only chartsthisrise to
national and international renown, but also contextualizes this progress within the civil rights, women's
rights, and gay rights struggles of the late 20th century.

DeFrantz examines the most celebrated Ailey dances, including Revelations, drawing on video recordings of
Ailey's dances, published interviews, oral histories, and his own interviews with former Ailey company
dancers. Through vivid descriptions and beautiful illustrations, DeFrantz reveal s the rel ationship between
Ailey'sworks and African American culture as awhole. He illuminates the dual achievement of Ailey asan
artist and as an arts activist committed to devel oping an African American presence in dance. He also
addresses concerns about how dance performance is documented, including issues around spectatorship and
the display of sexuality, the relationship of Ailey's dancesto civil rights activism, and the establishment and
maintenance of a successful, large-scale Black Artsinstitution.

Throughout Dancing Revelations, DeFrantz illustrates how Ailey combined elements of African dance with
motifs adapted from blues, jazz, and Broadway to choreograph his dances. By re-interpreting these tropes of
black culturein his original and well-received dances, DeFrantz argues that Ailey played asignificant rolein
defining the African American cultural canon in the twentieth century. Asthe first book to examine the
cultural sources and cultural impact of Ailey'swork, Dancing Revelationsis an important contribution to
modern dance history and criticism as well as African-American studies.
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From reader reviews:
Samantha Flowers;

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading aguide will give you alot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Dancing
Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture, you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Soledad Nedley:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work hereis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Dancing Revelations. Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of
African American Culture why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

lan Hall:

The book untitled Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex ideawith easy method. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it.
Have anice learn.

TammieTorres:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isidentified as of
book Dancing Revelations: Alvin Ailey's Embodiment of African American Culture. Y ou can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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