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Sexual misconduct of society's leaders, the plight of single mothers, the separation of church and state — all
are burning issues of the 1990s which sparked outrage and controversy 150 years earlier in The Scarlet
Letter. Now, no study of American history is complete without thorough examination of Nathaniel
Hawthorne's timeless masterpiece. This multidisciplinary study of the novel contains historical documents,
collateral readings, and commentary. In short, it is the ideal companion for students who wish to fully
understand the novel in the context of its time, and to unlock its current relevance. Among the materials are
original 17th-century documents that illuminate Puritan attitudes and bring the Salem witchcraft trials to life,
private journals, historical reports, 19th-century magazine articles, sketches, and newspaper stories. Many of
the documents are available in no other printed form. Not only do these materials provide a taste of 17th-
century Puritan culture, but they also glimpse into Hawthorne's mind as he comes to terms with his witch-
hunting ancestors and his vocation. Most importantly, this casebook contemplates the many issues raised by
The Scarlet Letter which inextricably link the 17th-century Puritans to the 19th century culture of Hawthorne
to the present. Each section of this casebook contains study questions, topic ideas for written or oral
expression, and lists of further readings for examining the issues raised by the novel. Designed as a resource
for students, teachers, and library media specialists, the volume is cloth bound and printed on high quality
acid-free paper, making it an excellent addition to every library collection.

A literary analysis focusing on the issues raised by the novel opens the casebook. In Part Two, the Puritan's
code of crime and punishment and the basic tenets of their belief are analyzed through original 17th-century
diaries, letters, and testimony from the Salem witch trials. Part Three examines the novel's introductory
essay, the autobiographical The Custom House, which finds Hawthorne grappling with the role his ancestors
played in persecuting the Quakers and the Salem witches, as well as his own internal conflict over his
vocation as a fiction writer. The moral attitudes at the time of Hawthorne's controversial work are also
examined through reviews published at the time of publication. Part Four draws connections between two
issues raised by the novel - the unwed mother and the lapsed minister - that remain controversial today and
features recent news articles on these issues. A glossary of terms and a topic and person index complete this
latest addition to Greenwood Press' Literature in Context series.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Devore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook
to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). Try to
face the book Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) as your good friend. It means that it can
for being your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Stephen Stovall:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Jimmy Miller:

Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Understanding The Scarlet Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Dorothy Saunders:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,



ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Understanding The Scarlet
Letter: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature
in Context" Series) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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