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"In his interdisciplinary review of material culture, Ian Woodward goes beyond synthesis to offer a
theoretically innovative reconstruction of the field. It is filled with gems of conceptual insight and empirical
discovery. A wonderful book."

- Jeffrey C. Alexander, Yale University

"A well-grounded and accessible survey of the burgeoning field of material culture studies for students in
sociology and consumption studies. While situating the field within the history of intellectual thought in the
broader social sciences, it offers detailed and accessible case studies. These are supplemented by very useful
directions for further in-depth reading, making it an excellent undergraduate course companion."

- Victor Buchli, University College London

Why are i-pods and mobile phones fashion accessories? Why do people spend thousands remodelling their
perfectly functional kitchen? Why do people crave shoes or handbags? Is our desire for objects unhealthy, or
irrational?

Objects have an inescapable hold over us, not just in consumer culture but increasingly in the disciplines that
study social relations too. This book offers a systematic overview of the diverse ways of studying the
material as culture. Surveying the field of material culture studies through an examination and synthesis of
classical and contemporary scholarship on objects, commodities, consumption, and symbolization, this book:

introduces the key concepts and approaches in the study of objects and their meanings●

presents the full sweep of core theory - from Marxist and critical approaches to structuralism and semiotics●

shows how and why people use objects to perform identity, achieve social status, and narrativize life●

experiences
analyzes everyday domains in which objects are important●

shows why studying material culture is necessary for understanding the social.●



This book will be essential reading for students and researchers in sociology, anthropology, cultural studies,
consumer behaviour studies, design and fashion studies.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of
Understanding Material Culture book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Jimmy Borrelli:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Understanding Material
Culture.

Phillip Patten:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be Understanding Material Culture why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Katie McCants:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Understanding Material Culture. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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