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Anyone who cares to understand the literary and cultural ferment of Americain the later twentieth century
must be familiar with the writings and lives of those scruffy bohemians known as the Beat Generation.

In this highly entertaining work, Bill Morgan, the country’s leading authority on the movement and a man
who personally knew most of the Beats, narrates the history of these writers as primarily a social group of
friends, tracing their origins together during the World War 1l years to the full blossoming of their notoriety
in the late 1950s to their profound influence on the social upheaval of the 1960s. Indeed, it isimpossible to
comprehend the sixties without first grasping the importance of the social ripples set in motion by the Beats a
decade earlier.

Although their prose and poetry varied in style and for the most part did not represent a genuine literary
movement, the Beats, through their words and nonconformist lives, collectively posed a challenge to the
staid and complacent America of the postwar years. They believed in free expression, opposing al
censorship; they dabbled in free love; they practiced Eastern philosophy, leading to an embracein America
of alternative forms of spirituality; sooner than others, they watched with dismay the increasingly heavy
hand of military and corporate culture in our national life; they embraced the aspirations, as well as the lingo,
of urbanized black Americans. They believed in the liberating influence of hallucinogenic drugs.

In short, the Beats were thoroughly American in their love of individual freedom. Perhaps it should come as
no surprise that J. Edgar Hoover described them in 1960 as one of the three greatest threats to American
security (after communism and intellectual "eggheads”).

The story that Bill Morgan tells has less to do with sociology than with social mingling. He traces the closely
knit friendships of the Beat luminaries Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, William S. Burroughs, and the small
army of other names. Although Kerouac, author of the much loved novel On the Road, was the most famous
of the Beat writers, it was Ginsberg, Morgan contends, who resided at the center of the group and for more
than two decades provided it with cohesion and a sense of direction.

The Beats were not saints. They were sexually irresponsible, undependable in marriage (the movement could
in fact fairly be described as misogynistic); they did too many drugs and consumed too much booze; the very
quality that characterized their lives and writings—afervent belief in spontaneity—destroyed some
friendships. Indeed, Morgan’s story begins with a murder in New Y ork’s Riverside Park in 1944.

Bill Morgan has provided a sweeping, indispensable story about these discontented free spirits. We watch
their peripatetic lives, their sexual misadventures, their ambivalent response to fame. We are reminded above
al that while their personal lives may have not have been holy, their typewriters and their lasting words very
much were.
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From reader reviews:
Vicky Moore:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
astroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Typewriter
IsHoly: The Complete, Uncensored History of the Beat Generation? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.

Y ou realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Margherita Pettit:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhile is reading.
That'swhy, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you thiskind of The Typewriter IsHoly: The
Complete, Uncensored History of the Beat Generation book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Colleen Nguyen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Typewriter Is Holy:
The Complete, Uncensored History of the Beat Generation is kind of guide which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Mario Davis;

That guide can make you to feel relax. Thisbook The Typewriter Is Holy: The Complete, Uncensored
History of the Beat Generation was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Typewriter Is Holy: The Complete, Uncensored History of the Beat Generation has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So, not at al of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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