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This is the first full study of Roman strigillated sarcophagi, which are the largest group of decorated marble
sarcophagi to survive in the city of Rome. Characterized by panels of carved fluting - hence the description
'strigillated', after the curved strigil used by Roman bathers to scrape off oil - and limited figure scenes, they
were produced from the mid-second to the early fifth century AD, and thus cover a critical period in Rome,
from empire to early
Christianity. Roman Strigillated Sarcophagi focuses on their rich potential as an historical source for
exploring the social and cultural life of the city in the later empire.

The first part of the volume examines aspects of their manufacture, use, and viewing, emphasizing
distinctive features. The second part looks at the figured representations carved on the sarcophagi, and at
their social significance and creativity, concentrating on how their various arrangements allowed viewers to
develop their own interpretations. The subjects represented by the figures and the flexibility with which they
might be read, provide invaluable insights into how Romans thought about
life and death during these changing times.

The final part of the volume surveys how later societies responded to Roman strigillated sarcophagi. From as
early as the fifth century AD their distinctive decoration and allusions to the Roman past made them
especially attractive for reuse in particular contemporary contexts, notably for elite burials and the decoration
of prominent buildings. The motif of curved fluting was also adopted and adapted: it decorated neo-classical
memorials to Captain Cook, Napoleon's sister-in-law Christine
Boyer, and Penelope Boothby, and its use continues into this century, well over one and a half millennia
since it first decorated Roman sarcophagi.
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From reader reviews:

Kay Young:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the guide untitled Roman Strigillated Sarcophagi: Art and Social History can be good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Beverly Rosa:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Roman Strigillated Sarcophagi: Art
and Social History is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Alice Olivares:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Roman Strigillated Sarcophagi: Art and Social History can make you feel
more interested to read.

Kathleen Hernandez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Roman Strigillated Sarcophagi: Art and Social History when you necessary it?
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