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“A generous helping of [James’s] very best, guaranteed to lift the spirit and raise the eyebrow.”—Billy
Collins

Opal Sunset marks the exuberant introduction of Clive James’s poetry to an American audience.

Praised after the publication of Cultural Amnesia as one of the finest prose stylists of his generation, Clive
James is now, with the publication of this collection, being granted recognition as the poet he has always
been.

For much of his long career it was hard to realize that James’s gift for poetry underlay his achievements in
other fields. First as a television critic on Fleet Street, and later as a television personality in his own right, he
achieved such fame for writing the way he spoke that his poetry was regarded as an idiosyncratic sideline, as
if no celebrity could write worthy verse. A conundrum presented itself: how could a serious poet also be a
television star? But for James, a duty to the discipline of verse was always fundamental, and his accumulated
poetic output became impossible to ignore.

As early as the 1970s, James’s long, mock epic “Peregrine Prykke’s Pilgrimage through the London Literary
World” received almost unprecedented attention in his adopted England, while later, his satirical short poem
“The Book of My Enemy Has Been Remaindered” became not only a standard verse quoted at fancy dinner
parties but entered the culture as lines to be memorized by unpublished writers everywhere. James was
suddenly in the odd position of having written famous poems well before he became a famous poet. Finally,
the publication of a volume of his collected verse, The Book of My Enemy, earned him in 2003 the reputation
as a serious poet that he has long deserved.

Less inhibited by fixed categories, a new generation of critics has confirmed what James’s public has
instinctively known, that he brings his poems to life with all the resources to be found in his prose: wit,
imagination, social observation, and a dazzling play of language. In addition, his poems have an
unmistakably characteristic rhythm that makes it compulsory to read them aloud. Switching between strict
stanzas and free forms as the occasion suits, James brings a compulsively readable coherence to either mode;
and always, over and above the binding force of his metrical assurance, there is a lyricism that brings even
the plainest statement to extra life, and which often enters deeply into realms of human emotion. His later
poems about the tragedy that struck his mother and father, for example, show an intensity of regret that mark
his maturity as a poet and bring out his unashamed nostalgia for his homeland, Australia.



Opal Sunset is a treasure chamber of epigrammatic jewels to which the reader will return again and again.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Knudsen:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 book is readable by simply you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Troy Jones:

This Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 can be on the list
of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside
that this Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Jeanette Williams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve
that need more time to be learn. Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 can be your answer since it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Gene Conley:

The book untitled Opal Sunset: Selected Poems, 1958-2008 contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the
new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.
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