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Lincoln's death, like his life, was an event of epic proportions. When the president was struck down at his
moment of triumph, writes Merrill Peterson, "sorrow--indescribable sorrow" swept the nation. After lying in
state in Washington, Lincoln's body was carried by a special funeral train to Springfield, Illinois, stopping in
major cities along the way; perhaps a million people viewed the remains as memorial orations rang out and
the world chorused its sincere condolences. It was the apotheosis of the martyred President--the beginning of
the transformation of a man into a mythic hero.
In Lincoln in American Memory, historian Merrill Peterson provides a fascinating history of Lincoln's place
in the American imagination from the hour of his death to the present. In tracing the changing image of
Lincoln through time, this wide-ranging account offers insight into the evolution and struggles of American
politics and society--and into the character of Lincoln himself. Westerners, Easterners, even Southerners
were caught up in the idealization of the late President, reshaping his memory and laying claim to his mantle,
as his widow, son, memorial builders, and memorabilia collectors fought over his visible legacy. Peterson
also looks at the complex responses of blacks to the memory of Lincoln, as they moved from exultation at
the end of slavery to the harsh reality of free life amid deep poverty and segregation; at more than one
memorial event for the great emancipator, the author notes, blacks were excluded. He makes an engaging
examination of the flood of reminiscences and biographies, from Lincoln's old law partner William H.
Herndon to Carl Sandburg and beyond. Serious historians were late in coming to the topic; for decades the
myth-makers sought to shape the image of the hero President to suit their own agendas. He was made a voice
of prohibition, a saloon-keeper, an infidel, a devout Christian, the first Bull Moose Progressive, a military
blunderer and (after the First World War) a military genius, a white supremacist (according to D.W. Griffith
and other Southern admirers), and a touchstone for the civil rights movement. Through it all, Peterson traces
five principal images of Lincoln: the savior of the Union, the great emancipator, man of the people, first
American, and self-made man. In identifying these archetypes, he tells us much not only of Lincoln but of
our own identity as a people.
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From reader reviews:

Nichelle Shive:

The reason why? Because this Lincoln in American Memory is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Marni Johnson:

The book untitled Lincoln in American Memory contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new period
of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book,
you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.

Paul Dubose:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is Lincoln in American Memory this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Armando Morris:

Beside this kind of Lincoln in American Memory in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Lincoln in American Memory because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from right now!
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