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This volume examines the dynamic relationship between the body, clothing, and identity in sub-Saharan
Africaand raises questions that have previously been directed almost exclusively to a Western and urban
context. Unusual in its treatment of the body surface as acritical frontier in the production and
authentification of identity, Clothing and Difference shows how the body and its adornment have been used
to construct and contest social and individual identities in Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Kenya, and other
African societies during both colonia and post-colonia times.

Grounded in the insights of anthropology and history and influenced by developmentsin cultural studies,
these essays investigate the relations between the personal and the public, and between ideas about the self
and those about the family, gender, and national groups. They explore the bodily and material creation of the
changing identities of women, spirits, youths, ancestors, and entrepreneurs through a consideration of topics
such as fashion, spirit possession, commodity exchange, hygiene, and mourning.

By taking African societies as its focus, Clothing and Difference demonstrates that factors considered
integral to Western socia devel opment—heterogeneity, migration, urbanization, transnational exchange, and
media representation—have existed elsewhere in different configurations and with different outcomes. With
significance for awide range of fields, including gender studies, cultural studies, art history, performance
studies, political science, semiotics, economics, folklore, and fashion and textile analysis/design, this work
provides alternative views of the structures underpinning Western systems of commaodification,
postmodernism, and cultural differentiation.

Contributors. Misty Bastian, Timothy Burke, Hildi Hendrickson, Deborah James, Adeline Masquelier,
Elisha Renne, Johanna Schoss, Brad Weiss
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From reader reviews:
Brian Lowe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonial and Post-
Colonia Africa (Body, commodity, text). Try to make the book Clothing and Difference: Embodied
Identitiesin Colonial and Post-Colonia Africa (Body, commodity, text) as your close friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in
the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Richard Vazquez:

The book Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonia and Post-Colonia Africa (Body,
commodity, text) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the best thing like a book Clothing and Difference; Embodied Identities in Colonial and Post-Colonial
Africa(Body, commadity, text)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share al of these.
Book Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body, commodity,
text) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marcus Casale:

The fedling that you get from Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonia and Post-Colonial
Africa (Body, commodity, text) is amore deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the
more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Clothing and
Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body, commodity, text) giving you
joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin
Colonial and Post-Colonia Africa (Body, commaodity, text) instantly.

Kara Navarrete:

This Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body, commodity,
text) are generaly reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of
this Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonia and Post-Colonia Africa (Body, commodity,



text) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this Clothing and Difference: Embodied Identitiesin Colonial and Post-Colonial Africa (Body,
commodity, text) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So, let's have it appreciate reading.
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