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American politicians have long been troubled by the question of whether or not to deploy a national missile
defense system. The argument has focused upon the questions of cost, both political and fiscal, plus the
reliability of the technologies. This study places that debate within the context of an ongoing controversy
over the direction of American foreign and defense policy since the 1950s. Since that time several distinct
worldviews (labeled Believers, Pragmatists, and Wilsonians) have been articulated, views which
predetermine decision-makers' positions on national missile defense. Those worldviews structure how
technology tests and costs are evaluated regardless of outcomes. Politics, not technological proficiency,
drives policy decisions.

In effect, the debate has been a dialogue of the deaf and blind wherein each perceives only that which fits
their predetermined views. This controversy raises questions regarding the use of deterrence as the basis for
national policy and the role of technology in making such decisions. Handberg places this debate within the
historical flow of events, dating back to the first inkling that national missile defense might be possible. The
arrival of the George W. Bush administration moves national missile defense to the forefront with the
question of deployment now considered a near reality.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Ballistic Missile Defense and the Future
of American Security: Agendas, Perceptions, Technology, and Policy (Praeger Security International) is kind
of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Josephine Lowe:

Often the book Ballistic Missile Defense and the Future of American Security: Agendas, Perceptions,
Technology, and Policy (Praeger Security International) will bring someone to the new experience of reading
a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Ballistic Missile Defense and the Future of American Security:
Agendas, Perceptions, Technology, and Policy (Praeger Security International) is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Larry Hunter:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Ballistic Missile Defense and the Future of American Security: Agendas,
Perceptions, Technology, and Policy (Praeger Security International) can be excellent book to read. May be
it can be best activity to you.

Lorraine Woodward:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Ballistic Missile Defense and the
Future of American Security: Agendas, Perceptions, Technology, and Policy (Praeger Security
International).
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