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In Underdog, poet Katrina Roberts draws on wide-ranging historical and cultural sources to consider
questions of identity, to ask us to meditate on how each of us is "other" - native, immigrant, sojourner, alien -
and to examine our at-once shared and foreign frontiers and margins. Throughout the book, the writer’s
"home" becomes a palimpsest of characters erased and resurrected. In boldly inventive poems, she addresses
the lives of Chinese immigrants, the appeal of African Dogon tribal lore, the heroics and defeats of artists,
canine astronauts, and Mexican farm laborers, to name just a few.

Dramatic and lyrical, many poems become repositories for spells, memories, and tales. Here landscapes are
faces to be studied and memorized; forgotten and overlooked legends and objects (whether quotidian, pop-
cultural, ancient, or obscure), as well as characters from this planet and beyond, are retrieved and
acknowledged. Other poems are concise prismatic shards, refracting and seeking specific meaning and even
beauty in a world that is often both unpredictable and inscrutable. All are stitched together with unflinching
compassion and a keen desire to bear witness, to comprehend something of the self’s relevance in a global
context.

The poems, often meticulously researched, are elaborate matrices of associations, translations, re-imaginings.
Age-old mind-body questions emerge: how did we get here, these poems ask urgently, and in what ways will
we carry on? What does it mean "to be" and "to belong" in times of crisis? They wonder at how individuals
through the ages have handled, often with grace, tremendous injustice, and they seek to comprehend the
mysteries of our perpetual migrations away from and toward each other.

Their Flight is Practically Silent

He says one thing meaningits opposite. Before water starts to run,an ache in the jaw leaves mespeechless. A
packet of photos: each face has beencut out. This one: me, a child holding a wafer

of sky - a robin’s egg. They used to say you haveher eyes. Another: wrists slashedby light, lifted to offer the
world a melon, caught uphair in a twist off the shoulders, the neck,my neck - impossible and elegant - a
swan’s.

Such grace shocks me. Who is this? That nightbefore the baby died: barn owls calling acrossthe creek. Did
he say: Hear them? Neverto be born at all; some peoplewould say not even a baby, not "viable."

A small sound - sizzle of baconcurling on a flat black pan, unseen. His armsre-crossed. And this vesselmade
of ash, this monument risingfrom dust? I didn’t want any of it and I said so.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Castaneda:

The experience that you get from Underdog: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series) may be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Underdog: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series)
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Underdog: Poems (Pacific
Northwest Poetry Series) instantly.

Henry Perry:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Underdog: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series), you are able to tells your family, friends
as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Ronald Hopkins:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Underdog: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series).

Joanna Bowen:

Beside this specific Underdog: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series) in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Underdog: Poems (Pacific Northwest Poetry Series) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be



questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in
addition to read it from today!
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