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With its rock-bottom approval ratings, acrimonious partisan battles, and apparent inability to do its
legislative business, the U.S. Senate might easily be deemed unworthy of attention, if not downright
irrelevant. This book tells us that would be a mistake. Because the Senate has become the place where the
policy-making process most frequently stalls, any effective resolution to our polarized politics demands a
clear understanding of how the formerly august legislative body once worked and how it came to the present
crisis. Steven S. Smith provides that understanding in The Senate Syndrome.

Like the Senate itself, Smith’s account is grounded in history. Countering a cacophony of inexpert opinion
and a widespread misunderstanding of political and legislative history, the book fills in a world of missing
information—about debates among senators concerning fundamental democratic processes and the workings
of institutional rules, procedures, and norms. And Smith does so in a clear and engaging manner. He puts the
present problems of the Senate—the “Senate syndrome,” as he calls them—into historical context by
explaining how particular ideas and procedures were first framed and how they transformed with the times.
Along the way he debunks a number of myths about the Senate, many perpetuated by senators themselves,
and makes some pointed observations about the media’s coverage of Congress.

The Senate Syndrome goes beyond explaining such seeming technicalities as the difference between regular
filibusters and post-cloture filibusters, the importance of chair rulings, the changing role of the
parliamentarian, and the debate over whether appeals of points of order should be subject to cloture margins,
to show why understanding them matters. At stake is resolution of the Senate syndrome, and the critical
underlying struggle between majority rule and minority rights in American policy making.
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From reader reviews:

Mary York:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The
Senate Syndrome: The Evolution of Procedural Warfare in the Modern U.S. Senate (The Julian J. Rothbaum
Distinguished Lecture Series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have other opinion?

Patrick Oneil:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Senate Syndrome: The
Evolution of Procedural Warfare in the Modern U.S. Senate (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture
Series) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Julio Rico:

This book untitled The Senate Syndrome: The Evolution of Procedural Warfare in the Modern U.S. Senate
(The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Carolyn Cook:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling lies
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Senate Syndrome: The Evolution of Procedural Warfare
in the Modern U.S. Senate (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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