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What are the origins of the idea of human rights and universal human dignity? How can we most fully
understand -- and realize -- these rights going into the future? In The Sacredness of the Person,
internationally renowned sociologist and social theorist Hans Joas tells a story that differs from conventional
narratives by tracing the concept of human rights back to the Judeo-Christian tradition or, alternately, to the
secular French Enlightenment. While drawing on sociologists such as Émile Durkheim, Max Weber, and
Ernst Troeltsch, Joas sets out a new path, proposing an affirmative genealogy in which human rights are the
result of a process of "sacralization" of every human being.

According to Joas, every single human being has increasingly been viewed as sacred. He discusses the
abolition of torture and slavery, once common practice in the pre-18th century west, as two milestones in
modern human history. The author concludes by portraying the emergence of the UN Declaration of Human
Rights of 1948 as a successful process of value generalization. Joas demonstrates that the history of human
rights cannot adequately be described as a history of ideas or as legal history, but as a complex
transformation in which diverse cultural traditions had to be articulated, legally codified, and assimilated into
practices of everyday life. The sacralization of the person and universal human rights will only be secure in
the future, warns Joas, through continued support by institutions and society, vigorous discourse in their
defense, and their incarnation in everyday life and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Vanessa McGinty:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Sacredness of the Person.

Angel Martinez:

The book The Sacredness of the Person can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Sacredness of
the Person? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Sacredness of the
Person has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dorcas Rogers:

The ability that you get from The Sacredness of the Person could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but The Sacredness of the Person giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Sacredness of the Person instantly.

Pauline Browne:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Sacredness of the Person will give you new experience in examining a book.
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