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Nearly sixty years ago, Lincoln and Eleanor Ragsdale descended upon the isolated, somewhat desolate, and
entirely segregated city of Phoenix, Arizona, in search of freedom and opportunity—a move that would
ultimately transform an entire city and, arguably, the nation. Race Work tells the story of this remarkable
pair, two of the most influential black activists of the post–World War II American West, and through their
story, supplies a missing chapter in the history of the civil rights movement, American race relations, African
Americans, and the American West.
 
Matthew C. Whitaker explores the Ragsdales’ family history and how their familial traditions of
entrepreneurship, professionalism, activism, and “race work” helped form their activist identity and placed
them in a position to help desegregate Phoenix. His work, the first sustained account of white supremacy and
black resistance in Phoenix, also uses the lives of the Ragsdales to examine themes of domination, resistance,
interracial coalition building, race, gender, and place against the backdrop of the civil rights and post–civil
rights eras. An absorbing biography that provides insight into African Americans’ quest for freedom, Race
Work reveals the lives of the Ragsdales as powerful symbols of black leadership who illuminate the
problems and progress in African American history, American Western history, and American history during
the post–World War II era.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Race Work: The Rise of Civil Rights in the Urban West (Race and
Ethnicity in the American West). Try to stumble through book Race Work: The Rise of Civil Rights in the
Urban West (Race and Ethnicity in the American West) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ronald Fowler:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Race Work: The Rise of
Civil Rights in the Urban West (Race and Ethnicity in the American West) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kent Dennis:

This book untitled Race Work: The Rise of Civil Rights in the Urban West (Race and Ethnicity in the
American West) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order
it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your
list.

Iva Simmon:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a e-book. The book Race Work: The Rise of Civil Rights in the Urban West (Race and Ethnicity
in the American West) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book offers high quality.
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