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This groundbreaking study of the politics of secession combines traditional political history with current
work in anthropology and gender and ritual studies. Christopher J. Olsen has drawn on local election returns,
rural newspapers, manuscripts, and numerous county records to sketch a new picture of the intricate and
colorful world of local politics. In particular, he demonstrates how the move toward secession in Mississippi
was deeply influenced by the demands of masculinity within the states antiparty political culture. Face-to-
face relationships and personal reputations, organized around neighborhood networks of friends and
extended kin, were at the heart of antebellum Mississippi politics. The intimate, public nature of this tradition
allowed voters to assess each candidates individual status and fitness for public leadership. Key virtues were
independence and physical courage, as well as reliability and loyalty to the community, and the political
culture offered numerous chances to demonstrate all of these (sometimes contradictory) qualities. Like
dueling and other male rituals, voting and running for office helped set the boundaries of class and power.
They also helped mediate the conflicts between nineteenth-century American egalitarianism, democracy, and
geographic mobility, and the Souths exaggerated patriarchal hierarchy, sustained by honor and slavery. The
political system, however, functioned effectively only as long as it remained a personal exercise between
individuals, divorced from the anonymity of institutional parties. This antiparty tradition eliminated the
distinction between men as individuals and as public representatives, which caused them to assess and
interpret all political events and rhetoric in a personal manner. The election of 1860 and success of the
Republicans antisouthern, free soil program, therefore, presented an insulting challenge to personal, family,
and community honor. As Olsen shows in detail, the sectional controversy engaged men where they
measured themselves, in public, with and against their peers, and linked their understanding of masculinity
with formal politics, through which the voters actually brought about secession. Political Culture and
Secession in Mississippi provides a rich new perspective on the events leading up to the Civil War and will
prove an invaluable tool for understanding the central crisis in American politics.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

The book Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition,
1830-1860 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make reading through a book Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity,
Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860 to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi:
Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Lillie Granado:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Political Culture and Secession in
Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860. All type of book is it possible to
see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Bennie Gale:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Political Culture and Secession in
Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860 book written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still doubt Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the
Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860 as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is
one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

John Ray:

This Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the Antiparty Tradition, 1830-
1860 is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Political Culture and Secession in Mississippi: Masculinity, Honor, and the
Antiparty Tradition, 1830-1860 can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy



to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the
answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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