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Most people equate L os Angeles with smog, sprawl, forty suburbsin search of acity-the great "what-not-to-
do" of twentieth-century city building. But there's much moreto LA's story than this shallow stereotype.
History shows that Los Angeles was intensely, ubiquitously planned. The consequences of that planning-the
environmental history of urbanism--is one place to turn for the more complex lessons LA hasto offer.

Working forward from ancient times and ancient ecologies to the very recent past, Land of Sunshineisa
fascinating exploration of the environmental history of greater Los Angeles. Rather than rehearsing alitany
of errors or insults against nature, rather than decrying the lost opportunities of "roads not taken," these
essays, by nineteen leading geologists, ecologists, and historians, instead consider the changing dynamics
both of the city and of nature.

In the nineteenth century, for example, "density” was considered an evil, and reformers struggled mightily to
move the working poor out to areas where better sanitation and flowers and parks "made life seem worth the
living."

We now call that vision "sprawl,” and we struggle just as much to bring middle-class people back into the
core of American cities. There's nothing natural, or inevitable, about such turns of events. It's only by paying
very close attention to the ways metropolitan nature has been constructed and construed that meaningful
|essons can be drawn. History matters.

S0 here are the plants and animals of the Los Angeles basin, its rivers and watersheds. Here are the
landscapes of fact and fantasy, the historical actors, events, and circumstances that have proved
transformative over and over again. The result is anuanced and rich portrait of Los Angelesthat will serve
planners, communities, and environmentalists as they ook to the past for clues, if not blueprints, for
enhancing the quality and viability of cities.
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From reader reviews:
Roxanne Jimenez:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Land of Sunshine: An
Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ). All type of book could
you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Edward Gilbert:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Land of
Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) suitable
to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Land of Sunshine: An
Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ)is the main of several
books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of thisreserve. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Mark Hernandez:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extratime or they will get ot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is actually Land of Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist
Urban Environ).

Brittany Gonzalez:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Land of Sunshine: An Environmental
History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) to make your current reading is
interesting. Y our own skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and examining
especialy. Itisto be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the book Land of
Sunshine: An Environmental History of Metropolitan Los Angeles (Pittsburgh Hist Urban Environ) can to be



your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of thistime.
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