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For 1,600 years Dioscorides (ca. AD 40-80) was regarded as the foremost authority on drugs. He knew mild
|laxatives and strong purgatives, analgesics for headaches, antiseptics for wounds, emetics to rid one of
ingested poisons, chemotherapy agents for cancer treatments, and even oral contraceptives. Why, then, have
his works remained obscure in recent centuries? Because of one small oversight (Dioscorides himself
thought it was self-evident): he failed to describe his method for organizing drugs by their affinities. This
omission led medical authorities to use his materials as a guide to pharmacy while overlooking Dioscorides
most valuabl e contribution—nhis empirically derived method for observing and classifying drugs by clinical
testing.

Dioscorides De materia medica, afive-volume work, was written in the first century. Here revealed for the
first timeisthe thesis that Dioscorides wrote more than alengthy guide book. He wrote a great work of
science. He had said that he discovered the natural order and would demonstrate it by his arrangement of
drugs from plants, minerals, and animals. Until John M. Riddl€'s pathfinding study, no one saw the genius of
his system. Botanists from the eighteenth century often attempted to find his unexplained method by
identifying the sequences of his plants according to the Linnean system but, while there are certain patterns,
there remained inexplicable incoherencies. However, Dioscorides natural order as set down in De materia
medica was determined by drug affinities as detected by his acute, clinical ability to observe drug reactions
in and on the body. So remarkable was his ability to see relationships that, in some cases, he saw what we
know to be common chemicals shared by plants of the same and related species and other natural product
drugs from animal and mineral sources.

Western European and |slamic medicine considered Dioscorides the foremost authority on drugs, just as
Hippocratesis regarded as the Father of Medicine. They saw him point the way but only described the end of
his finger, despite the fact that in the sixteenth century alone there were over one hundred books published
on him. If he had explained what he thought to be self-evident, then science, especially chemistry and
medicine, would almost certainly have developed differently. In this culmination of over twenty years of
research, Riddle employs modern science and anthropological studies innovatively and cautiously to
demonstrate the substance to Dioscorides authority in medicine.
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From reader reviews:
Claudia Weidner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Dioscorides on Pharmacy and Medicine (History of Science). Try to make
book Dioscorides on Pharmacy and Medicine (History of Science) as your buddy. It meansthat it can to get
your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , et me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Beverly Ingram:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if
you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Dioscorides on Pharmacy and Medicine (History of Science) iskind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Carl Guerra:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Dioscorides on Pharmacy and Medicine (History of
Science) as the daily resource information.

LeeVillegas.

The reserve with title Dioscorides on Pharmacy and Medicine (History of Science) contains alot of
information that you can discover it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of
the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.
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