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In City of Strangers, Andrew M. Gardner explores the everyday experiences of workers from India who have
migrated to the Kingdom of Bahrain. Like all the petroleum-rich states of the Persian Gulf, Bahrain hosts an
extraordinarily large population of transmigrant laborers. Guest workers, who make up nearly half of the
countrys population, have long labored under a sponsorship system, the kafala, that organizes the flow of
migrants from South Asia to the Gulf states and contractually links each laborer to a specific citizen or
institution. In order to remain in Bahrain, the worker is almost entirely dependent on his sponsors goodwill.
The nature of this relationship, Gardner contends, often leads to exploitation and sometimes violence.
Through extensive observation and interviews Gardner focuses on three groups in Bahrain: the unskilled
Indian laborers who make up the most substantial portion of the foreign workforce on the island; the
countrys entrepreneurial and professional Indian middle class; and Bahraini state and citizenry. He contends
that the social segregation and structural violence produced by Bahrains kafala system result from a strategic
arrangement by which the state insulates citizens from the global and neoliberal flows that, paradoxically, are
central to the nations intended path to the future. City of Strangers contributes significantly to our
understanding of politics and society among the states of the Arabian Peninsula and of the migrant labor
phenomenon that is an increasingly important aspect of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

With other case, little persons like to read book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community
in Bahrain. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Michael Canton:

The book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing
like a book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain? Some of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the
Indian Community in Bahrain has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Candy Smith:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like City of Strangers:
Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Rosemary Robinson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the City of Strangers: Gulf Migration and the Indian Community in Bahrain when you needed
it?
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